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To teach

is to touch

a life forever.

— Unknown



Aunt Phil’s Trunk Core Overview

Course Title: Alaska Studies: Aunt Phil’s Trunk Alaska History Course
Credit Options: 0.5 credit (one semester) or 1.0 credit (two semesters)
Recommended Grade Band: Grades 9—12

Course Description: This course uses the five-volume Aunt Phil’s Trunk series and
coordinated student workbooks to explore Alaska’s history from pre-contact into the
early 21st century. Students investigate Alaska Native cultures, Russian and American
colonization, gold rushes, the territorial era, statehood, and contemporary Alaska through
narrative history, primary sources, maps, and inquiry-based activities. Emphasis is placed
on Alaska Native perspectives, land and resource issues, and the political, economic, and
cultural forces that have shaped Alaska over time.

Core Materials:

* Aunt Phils Trunk, Volumes 1-5 (textbooks)

» Aunt Phil’s Trunk Student Workbooks, Volumes One-Five
* Corresponding Teacher Guides and assessment rubrics

Standards Alignment: The course is fully aligned with the 2024 Alaska Social Studies
Standards for Alaska History (grades 9-12), including the six thematic strands: Land
and People; Land Claims; Resource Stewardship; Myth of the Last Frontier; Civics and
Government; and Alaska’s Economy. Detailed unit-level alignment is provided in Table A
for each volume.

Course Length and Pacing:
* 0.5 credit option (one semester): Selected units and lessons across all five volumes

* 1.0 credit option (full year): All units and lessons across all five volumes, following the
18-week or 36-week pacing grids in this guide



Alaska History Standards & Themes Snapshot*

*Use this snapshot as a quick reference when writing course syllabi, submitting curriculum
for approval, or planning cross-volume thematic units.

Alaska History / Alaska Studies Focus

This course aligns with the Alaska Social Studies Standards (Adopted 2024) for high
school Alaska History (grades 9—12), with every unit and lesson tagged to one or more
thematic strands and specific Alaska History content standards.

Alaska History Thematic Strands (Grades 9-12)

* Theme 1 — Alaska’s Land and People

Students examine how Alaska’s diverse physical environments shape where and how
people live, including Alaska Native homelands, cultural regions, and relationships to
place over time.

* Theme 2 — Land Claims Throughout Time

Students analyze historical and contemporary struggles over land and sovereignty,
including Russian/American claims, Alaska Native land rights, ANCSA foundations, and
ongoing questions of ownership and use.

* Theme 3 — Resource Stewardship Throughout Time

Students investigate how individuals, communities, corporations, and governments have
used, managed, and contested Alaska’s natural resources (fisheries, minerals, timber, oil,
etc.) across eras.

* Theme 4 — The Myth of the Last Frontier

Students compare popular “frontier” stories about Alaska with historical realities,
evaluating how myths of untouched wilderness, rugged individualism, and opportunity
have both revealed and obscured Indigenous presence, labor, and environmental impacts.

* Theme 5 — Civics and Government

Students trace Alaska’s political development from Russian colonial administration to
U.S. territory, statehood, and contemporary governance, including the roles of Tribes, local
governments, and federal authority.

* Theme 6 — Alaska’s Economy

Students explore how Alaska’s economies have changed over time—subsistence, fur
trade, gold rushes, canneries, railroads, aviation, oil, tourism—and how these shifts affect
communities, labor, and the environment.



How This Course Uses the Themes
e Each lesson in the student workbooks identifies “Themes Present in This Lesson” so
teachers can see which strands are emphasized.

* Volume-level Table A documents list the primary themes and Alaska History content
codes for every unit, supporting syllabus writing, curriculum mapping, and district align-
ment.

* Multi-disciplinary inquiry questions and place-based activities are designed to touch
multiple strands at once (e.g., Land and People + Economy + Civics) rather than treating
themes in isolation.

Aunt Phil’s Trunk Alaska History Course
Alignment with 2024 Alaska Studies Standards

The five Aunt Phil’s Trunk textbooks and their 2026 student workbooks, used together,
form a coherent Alaska Studies course that spans from pre-contact through approximately
2020 and supports either a one-semester, one-half-credit or two-semester, one-credit
option. The sequence moves chronologically through all major eras of Alaska history
(Indigenous societies, Russian America, U.S. purchase, territorial period, gold rushes,
transportation and resource frontiers, world wars, Cold War, statehood, oil and pipeline

era, ANCSA/ANILCA, major disasters, and contemporary issues) with no major gaps.

All five workbooks share a common inquiry structure that directly supports SS.9-12.1—
5: every unit ends with multi-disciplinary inquiry questions (history, geography, civics,
economics) plus a written response and a required oral presentation. A shared rubric,
used across volumes, emphasizes clarity and focus, depth and complexity, alignment to
Alaska History themes, use of evidence, and relevance/engagement, so students repeatedly
practice developing claims, using multiple sources, and considering multiple perspectives,

including Alaska Native perspectives.
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The full five-volume course is grounded in the Alaska History expectations (SS.AKH.1-
6) and also weaves civics (SS.9-12.6-10), geography (SS.9-12.16-20), and economics
(SS.9-12.11-15) through each era. Early volumes emphasize Indigenous governance,
Russian and U.S. colonial authority, miners’ codes, the fur trade and early commercial
fisheries, gold rush economies, and transportation corridors. Middle and later volumes add
Anchorage self-government, territorial and state institutions, WWII and Cold War bases,
Native civil rights struggles, ANCSA/ANILCA, oil and pipeline development, fisheries
regulation, the Permanent Fund and PFD, environmental disasters such as the 1964

earthquake and Exxon Valdez, and ongoing land-claims and subsistence debates.

Across all volumes, lessons explicitly identify which of the six Alaska History themes
(Land and People, Civics and Government, Alaska’s Economy, Myth of the Last Frontier,
Resource Stewardship, Land Claims) are addressed, and unit-end place-based activities
connect those themes to each student’s own community and local Alaska Native histories.
Research guidance, curated website lists, and Alaska Native Voices URLs in each

workbook support responsible source use and integration of Indigenous knowledge.

When students read all five volumes and complete the designated lessons, unit reviews,
inquiry questions, place-based activities, and oral presentations for either the full-credit or
half-credit path, the Aunt Phil’s Trunk Alaska History Course meets the content and skills
expectations of the December 2024 Alaska Studies standards for grades 9—12.

For a unit-by-unit alignment of Volume One lessons to Alaska History Themes and

standards, see Volume One Alignment Table on page 265.



Two-Semester, 1.0-Credit Alaska Studies Suggested Pacing Grid

Room for one inquiry essay per unit, with oral sharing.

Space for at least one enrichment and one place-based activity per
unit, integrated where you see fit.

Pacing Grid Based on five 1-hour classes per week

Note: Chapters in the Aunt Phil’s Trunk series are short. The average high school student
reads 13,000 words in one hour if the text is in a storytelling, narrative style like Aunt Phil s

Trunk.

So, when you see several chapters assigned in one week, do not dispair. Most chapters
assigned each week do not add up to 13,000 words total, so most reading assignments can be
completed in one or two hours.

That leaves three to four hours a week to complete lesson comprehension questions,
discussion questions, enrichment activites, unit reviews, fill-in-the-blank questions, one inquiry
question with oral presentation, and a place-based activity per unit.

Also, this grid is set up to be completed in 33 weeks, which leaves three weeks — 15 days

— free for catching up on lessons throughout the course.

Week Focus / Units Required Reading Required Student Workbook Tasks
(Text)
1 Volume 1 Student Vol. 1 Student Read entire Lesson 1A Alaska Native Cultures section.
Workbook — Alaska | Workbook Lesson 1A | Complete all comprehension questions. Label cultural
Native Cultures & regions map. Preview Vol. 1 Unit 1 inquiry questions at
Course Intro (7,270 words 1 hour of | end of Unit 1 and star one or two choices to answer in the
reading) next two weeks.
* Optional: word match game
2 Volume 1 Text Vol. 1 Ch. 1-4 Read chapters, complete Lessons 1B—4 comprehension
Unit 1 — Early questions and map activities. Choose which inquiry
Alaska & Explorers | (6,570 words 1 hour of | question to answer and begin work on gathering evidence
reading) to answer that question.
* Optional: word scramble
3 Volume 1 Text Vol. 1 Ch. 5-6 Read chapters, complete Lessons 5-6 comprehension
Unit 1 — Bogoslof questions and map/diagram activities. Complete Unit 1
& Earthquakes (1,800 words 1/2 hour | review and questions. Finalize answer to inquiry question
of reading) in one or two paragraphs and give a 3— to 5-minute oral
presentation. Complete one place-based activity.
* Optional: word search
* Enrichment activities available




Volume 1 Text
Unit 2 — Russian Era
in Alaska

Vol. 1 Ch. 7-9

(3,550 words 1/2 hour
of reading)

Read chapters, complete Lessons 7-9 comprehension
questions. Complete Unit 2 review and questions. Choose
one inquiry question to research and answer the chosen
question in one or two paragraphs with evidence. Give a
3— to 5-minute oral presentation.

* Optional crossword puzzle

* Enrichment and place-based activities available

Volume 1 Text Unit
3 — Alaska Purchase
Americans Flock
North

Vol. 1 Ch. 10-14
(12,700 words 1 hour
of reading)

Read chapters, complete Lessons 10-14 comprehension
questions. Complete Unit 3 review and questions. Choose
one inquiry question to research and answer the chosen
question in one or two paragraphs with evidence. Give a
3— to 5-minute oral presentation.

» Optional crossword puzzle, word scramble, & word
search

* Enrichment and place-based activities available

Volume 1 Text
Units 4-5 — First
Gold Rush Era

Vol. 1 Ch. 15-21

(13,850 words 1-1/2
hour of reading)

Read chapters, complete Lessons 15-21 comprehension
questions. Complete Units 4 and 5 reviews and questions.
Choose one inquiry question from either Unit 4 or 5 to
research and answer the chosen question in one or two
paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral
presentation.

* Optional Crossword Puzzle, Word Search, & Word
Scramble Puzzle Games in Unit 4

* Optional crossword puzzle Unit 5

* Enrichment and place-based activities available

Volume 1 Text
Unit 6 — Second
Gold Rush era and
Klondike

Vol. 1 Ch. 22-26

(9,550 words 1 hour
of reading)

Read chapters, complete Lessons 22-26 comprehension
questions. Complete Unit 6 review and questions. Choose
one inquiry question from Unit 6 to research and answer
the chosen question in one or two paragraphs with
evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral presentation.

» Optional word search, word scramble, & crossword
puzzle

 Enrichment and place-based activities available




8 Volume 1 Text Vol. 1 Ch. 27-32 Read chapters, complete Lessons 27-32 comprehension
Units 7-8 — Soapy questions. Complete Units 7-8 reviews and questions and
Smith, Nome Gold | (6,350 words 1 hour map activity. Choose one inquiry question from either
Rush, Sisters of of reading) Unit 7 or 8 to research and answer the chosen question
Providence in Nome in one or two paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to
and Impact of Gold S-minute oral presentation.
Rush on Alaska * Optional word search & word scramble Unit 8
Natives * Enrichment and place-based activities available
9 Volume 2 Text Vol. 2 Ch. 1-3 Read chapters, complete Lessons 1-3 comprehension
Unit 1 — Alaska/ questions and map activities. Complete Unit 1 review
Canda Border and (7,750 words 1 hour and questions. Choose one inquiry question from Unit
Fairbanks Gold Rush | of reading) 1 to research and answer the chosen question in one or
two paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to 5S-minute oral
presentation.
* Optional crossword puzzle
* Enrichment and place-based activities available
10 Volume 2 Text Vol. 2 Ch. 4-11 Read chapters, complete Lessons 4-11 comprehension
Units 2-3 — Early questions and map activity. Complete Units 2 and 3
Law & Order (13,100 words 1-1/2 reviews and questions. Choose one inquiry question from
hour of reading) either Unit 2 or 3 to research and answer the chosen
question in one or two paragraphs with evidence. Give a
3— to 5-minute oral presentation.
* Optional word search Unit 2
* Optional crossword puzzle & word scramble Unit 3
* Enrichment and place-based activities available
11 Volume 2 Text Vol. 2 Ch. 12-16 Read chapters, complete Lessons 12-16 comprehension

Unit 4 — Pioneering
Postmen and Routes

to Resources

(8,950 words 1 hour
of reading)

questions and map activity. Complete Unit 4 review and
questions. Choose one inquiry question from Unit 4 to
research and answer the chosen question in one or two
paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to S-minute oral
presentation.

* Optional word search, word scramble, & crossword
puzzle

* Enrichment and place-based activities available
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Volume 2 Text

Unit 5 — Towns Born

Vol. 2 Ch. 17-19

(5,200 words 1 hour
of reading)

Read chapters, complete Lessons 17-19 comprehension
questions and map activity. Complete Unit 5 reviews and
questions. Choose one inquiry question from Unit 5 to
research and answer the chosen question in one or two
paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral
presentation.

* Optional word scramble Unit 5

* Enrichment and place-based activities available

13

Volume 2 Text

Unit 6-7 — Era of
Entrepreneurs, Poets
& Painters

Vol. 2 Ch. 20-25

(9,000 words 1 hour
of reading)

Read chapters, complete Lessons 20-25 comprehension
questions and map activity. Complete Unit 6-7 review
and questions. Choose one inquiry question from Unit 6
or 7 to research and answer the chosen question in one or
two paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to 5S-minute oral
presentation.

* Optional word search Unit 6

* Optional crossword puzzle Unit 7

* Enrichment and place-based activities available

14

Volume 2 Text
Unit 8 — Mighty
Mountains

Vol. 2 Ch. 26-28

(8.950 words 1 hour
of reading)

Read chapters, complete Lessons 26-28 comprehension
questions. Complete Unit 8 review and questions. Choose
one inquiry question from Unit 8 to research and answer
the chosen question in one or two paragraphs with
evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral presentation.

* Optional word scramble

* Enrichment and place-based activities available

15

Volume 3 Text
Units 1-2 — Alaska
Railroad Era

Vol. 3 Ch. 1-6

(6,450 words 1/2 hour

of reading

Read chapters, complete Lessons 1-6 comprehension
questions and map activities. Complete Units 1-2 reviews
and questions. Choose one inquiry question from either
Unit 1 or 2 to research and answer the chosen question
in one or two paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to
S-minute oral presentation.

* Optional word search Unit 1

* Optional crossword puzzle & word search Unit 2

 Enrichment and place-based activities available
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16 Volume 3 Text Vol. 3 Ch. 7-12 Read chapters, complete Lessons 7-12 comprehension
Units 3-4 — Early questions. Complete Units 3-4 reviews and questions.
Anchorage (6,700 words 1 hour of | Choose one inquiry question from either Unit 3 or 4 to
Government & reading research and answer the chosen question in one or two
Personalities paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral

presentation.
* Optional word scramble Unit 4
* Enrichment and place-based activities available

17 Volume 3 Text Vol. 3 Ch. 13-19 Read chapters, complete Lessons 13-19 comprehension
Unit 5-6 — Early questions and map activity. Complete Units 5-6 review
Automobiles, (9,900 words 1 hour of | and questions. Choose one inquiry question from Unit 5
Tourism, Public reading) or 6 to research and answer the chosen question in one or
Health Issues & two paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to 5S-minute oral
Princess Sopia Sinks presentation.

* Optional word search Unit 5
* Optional crossword puzzle 6
* Enrichment and place-based activities available

18 Volume 3 Text Vol. 3 Ch. 20-26 Read chapters, complete Lessons 20-26 comprehension
Unit 7-8 — Alaska questions. Complete Units 7-8 reviews and questions.
Aviation & Early (13,000 words 1 hour | Choose one inquiry question from either Unit 7 or 8 to
Pilots of reading) research and answer the chosen question in one or two

paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral
presentation.
* Optional word scramble Unit 7
* Optional word search Unit 8
* Enrichment and place-based activities available
19 Volume 3 Text Vol. 3 Ch. 27-31 Read chapters, complete Lessons 27-31 comprehension

Unit 9 — Natives
Gain Rights,
Colonists Settle
Valley, Sourdough
Governor &
Other News from
1930s

(6,400 words 1/2 hour
of reading)

questions. Complete Unit 9 review and questions. Choose
one inquiry question from Unit 9 to research and answer
the chosen question in one or two paragraphs with
evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral presentation.

* Optional crossword puzzle

 Enrichment and place-based activities available
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20 Volume 4 Text Vol. 4 Ch. 1-6 Read chapters, complete Lessons 1-6 comprehension
Unit 1-2 - WWII questions and map activity. Complete Unit 1-2 reviews
Spreads to Alaska (7,650 words 1 hour of | and questions. Choose one inquiry question from either
reading) Unit 1 or 2 to research and answer the chosen question
in one or two paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to
S-minute oral presentation.
* Optional word scramble Unit 1
* Enrichment and place-based activities available
21 Volume 4 Text Vol. 4 Ch. 7-14 Read chapters, complete Lessons 7-14 comprehension
Units 3-4 — Alaska questions and map activity. Complete Unit 3-4 reviews
Territorial Guard, (9,350 words 1 hour of and questions. Choose one inquiry question from either
Japanese Attack & reading) Unit 3 or 4 to research and answer the chosen question
Invade, in one or two paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to
Aleuts Become S-minute oral presentation.
Refugees * Optional crossword puzzle Unit 3
* Optional word search Unit 4
* Enrichment and place-based activities available
22 Volume 4 Text Vol. 4 Ch. 15-23 Read chapters, complete Lessons 15-23 comprehension
Unit 5-6 — Alaska questions and map activity. Complete Unit 5-6 reviews
Natives Fight For (11,500 words 1 hour | and questions. Choose one inquiry question from either
Civil Rights and of reading) Unit 5 or 6 to research and answer the chosen question
Other Cold War in one or two paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to
Stories 5-minute oral presentation.
* Optional word scramble Unit 5
* Optional crossword puzzle Unit 6
* Enrichment and place-based activities available
23 Volume 4 Text Vol. 4 Ch. 24-29 Read chapters, complete Lessons 24-29 comprehension

Units 7-8 — Alaskans
Fight For Statehood

(7,000 words 1 hour of
reading)

questions. Complete Unit 7-8 reviews and questions.
Choose one inquiry question from either Unit 7 or 8§ to
research and answer the chosen question in one or two
paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral
presentation.

* Optional word search Unit 7

* Optional word scramble Unit 8

* Enrichment and place-based activities available
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24 Volume 5 Text Vol. 5 Ch. 1-4 Read chapters, complete Lessons 1-4 comprehension
Unit 1 — State questions and map activity. Complete Unit 1 review and
Government, Debate | (8,000 words 1 hour of | questions. Choose one inquiry question from Unit 1 to
Over Capital, First reading) research and answer the chosen question in one or two
Flagpole paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral

presentation.
* Optional word scramble
* Enrichment and place-based activities available

25 Volume 5 Text Vol. 5 Ch. 5-7 Read chapters, complete Lessons 5-7 comprehension
Unit 2 — Statehood questions and map activity. Complete Unit 2 review and
Budget Problems, (5,250 words 1/2 hour | questions. Choose one inquiry question from Unit 2 to
Marine Highway, of reading) research and answer the chosen question in one or two
Lost Alaskans - paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral
Mental Health presentation.

* Optional word search
* Enrichment and place-based activities available

26 Volume 5 Text Vol. 5 Ch. 8-14 Read chapters, complete Lessons 8-14 comprehension
Unit 3 Part 1 — Great questions. Consider inquiry questions from Unit 3 to
Alaska Earthquake (13.750 words 1-2 research and answer with evidence next week. Do one
1964 hours of reading) place-based activity.

» Enrichment activities available

27 Volume 5 Text Vol. 5§ Ch. 15-20 Read chapters, complete Lessons 15-20 comprehension
Unit 3 Part 2 — Great questions and map activity. Complete Unit 3 review and
Alaska Earthquake (9,250 words 1 hour of | questions. Decide which inquiry question from Unit 3 to
1964 reading) research and answer the chosen question in one or two

paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to S5-minute oral
presentation.
* Optional crossword puzzle
* Enrichment activities available
28 Volume 5 Text Vol. 5 Ch. 21-24 Read chapters, complete Lessons 21-24 comprehension

Unit 4 — Alaskans &
Land Claims - Who
Owns The Land
ANCSA

(11,150 words 1 hour
of reading)

questions. Complete Unit 4 review and questions. Choose
one inquiry question from Unit 4 to research and answer
the chosen question in one or two paragraphs with
evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral presentation.

* Optional word search

* Enrichment and place-based activities available
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29 Volume 5 Text Vol. 5 Ch. 25-28 Read chapters, complete Lessons 25-28 comprehension
Unit 5 — North questions. Complete Unit 5 review and questions.
Slope Oil, Prudhoe | (10.900 words 1 hour | Choose one inquiry question from Unit 5 to research
Bay, Pipeline of reading) and answer the chosen question in one or two paragraphs
Construction with evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral presentation.
* Optional word scramble
* Enrichment and place-based activities available
30 Volume 5 Text Vol. 5 Ch. 29-32 Read chapters, complete Lessons 29-32 comprehension
Unit 6 — Alaskans questions and map activity. Look at inquiry questions
Create Iceworm, (3.900 words 1/2 hour | from Unit 6 and Unit 7 to research and answer next week.
Zoo, Firetruck, and | of reading) Choose and complete one place-based activity.
Great Race * Optional word scramble
* Enrichment activities available
31 Volume 5 Text Vol. 5 Ch. 33-35 Read chapters, complete Lessons 33-35 comprehension
Unit 7 — Fire, Flood, questions. Complete Unit 6-7 review and questions.
& Congressmen (6,600 words 1/2 hour | Choose an inquiry question from either Unit 6 or 7 to
Disappear of reading) research and answer the chosen question in one or two
paragraphs with evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral
presentation.
* Optional word search
* Enrichment and place-based activities available
32 Volume 5 Text Vol. 5§ Ch. 40-42 Read chapters, complete Lessons 40-42 comprehension
Unit 8 — Three questions. Complete Unit 8 review and questions.
Decades In The (4,500 words 1/2 hour | Choose one inquiry question from Unit 8 to research
News (1960s, 1970s, | reading) and answer the chosen question in one or two paragraphs
1980s with evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral presentation.
* Enrichment and place-based activities available
33 Volume 5 Text Vol. 5 Student

Unit 9 — Exxon
Valdez Spill, Katie
John Subsistence
Issue, Politics,
Covid-19

Workbook Lessons
43-47

(5,850 words 1/2 hour
reading)

Read and complete Lessons 43-47 in the Student
Workbook for Volume Five and answer comprehension
questions. Complete Unit 9 review and questions. Choose
one inquiry question from Unit 9 to research and answer
the chosen question in one or two paragraphs with
evidence. Give a 3— to 5-minute oral presentation.

* Optional word search

* Enrichment and place-based activities available
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Sample Lesson Plan For First Three Weeks
Note: This three-week plan can be modified and sped up when only one student is taking the course.

Week 1 — Big Ideas & Early Alaska

Daily schedule: 5 days, 60 minutes each

Texts: Aunt Phil’s Trunk Volume One chapters 1-3; Volume One student workbook Unit 1
Lessons 1-3 + Alaska Native Cultures and Unit 1 inquiry page.

Day 1 (60 min) — Course Launch and Alaska Native Foundations

Objectives

» Understand course structure and grading.

* Build a baseline understanding of Alaska Native cultural regions and ways of knowing.

Plan

Welcome & Course Structure (15 min)
* Introduce the five volumes and five workbooks as the spine of the Alaska Studies course.
» Walk through the “Instructions” pages in the Volume One workbook: how to use Facts to Know,
questions, map work, enrichment, place-based activities, unit tests, and oral presentations.

Rubrics & Inquiry Expectations (10 min)
* Show the Inquiry Question and Oral Presentation rubrics in the workbook; highlight the
five criteria (clarity/focus, depth, historical understanding, evidence, engagement)
and the expectation of 5—10-minute presentations.

Alaska Native Cultures Overview (20 min)
 Use the “Alaska Native Cultures” Unit 1A in Student Workbook One to outline the major
cultural regions and at least one key feature of each (lifeways, environment, language family).
» Students sketch a simple Alaska outline and label at least four cultural regions.
Wrap up (5 min)
* Ask: “Name one Alaska Native group, where they live, and one way the land shapes their way of life.”
* Homework
» Skim the Alaska Native cultures pages and highlight three details they didn’t
know before.
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Sample Lesson Plan For First Three Weeks (Continued)

Day 2 (60 min) — Lesson 1 “Unanswered Questions”
Objectives
* Explore origin questions and multiple ways of knowing.
* Practice workbook routines.
Plan
Warm up (10 min)
* Ask: “How do humans figure out what happened thousands of years ago? List as many
types of evidence as you can.”

* Quick share-out; categorize evidence (oral, physical, written, scientific).
Facts to Know & Themes (10 min)

¢ Students read Facts to Know & Themes in Lesson 1 Student Workbook One

Reading Volume 1, Chapter 1 (20 min)
* Read “Unanswered Questions” (aloud or silent + brief pauses). Ask 2-3 quick
comprehension questions orally to keep everyone tracking.
Workbook Lesson 1 Questions (15 min)
* Students answer comprehension questions individually in the workbook.
* Then choose 1 discussion question to answer in 3—4 sentences; pair/share if time allows.
Connect to Inquiry (5 min)

* Show Unit 1 inquiry question 1 (pre-contact Alaska Native societies and multiple ways of
knowing) and ask: “What from today’s lesson might support an answer to this?”
* Homework

* Finish any incomplete Lesson 1 questions.

Day 3 (60 min) — Lesson 2 “Coping with the Unknown”
Objectives

» Understand how beliefs and practices help people live in a powerful environment.
 Link beliefs to land and people and resource stewardship themes.
Plan
Warm up (5-10 min)
» Ask: “Describe a natural event (storm, earthquake, volcano, etc.). How might people
explain it without modern science?” Discuss 2—3 ideas.
Facts to Know & Themes (10 min)
* Read Lesson 2 Facts to Know and Themes. Identify where land and people and
resource stewardship show up.
Reading Volume 1, Chapter 2 (20 min)
* Read “Coping with the Unknown.” Ask students to underline or note one example of a
belief or practice tied to safety, taboos, or respect for animals/places.
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Sample Lesson Plan For First Three Weeks (Continued)

Workbook Lesson 2 Questions (15-20 min)

* Students answer comprehension questions in writing.

 Ifin a classroom, break into small groups, pick one discussion question, and answer it
together on a mini-whiteboard or chart paper; groups share short responses. If single
student, discuss with parent/teacher.

Quick Place-Based Brainstorm (5 min)

* Ask: “Are there places in our region people say not to go, or things they say not to do?
How is that similar to what we read?” Capture 2—3 examples.
* Homework
» Read the place-based activity choices for Unit 1 and star one the student
might want to do later.

Day 4 (60 min) — Lesson 3 “Explorers Ply Alaska Waters” + Map Work
Objectives

* Identify key European voyages and why Alaska enters global competition.
* Build basic map skills tied to exploration routes and Indigenous regions.

Plan

Warm up (5-10 min)

« Show a blank outline map of Alaska/North Pacific. Ask: “Circle where you think early
Russian or British ships first approached Alaska.” Quick guesses, then reveal approximate
areas.

Facts to Know & Map Work Preview (10 min)

 Students read Lesson 3 Facts to Know & Themes; you preview the map activity (what
they’ll label: explorers, routes, key bays/straits).

Reading Volume 1, Chapter 3 (20 min)

» Read “Explorers Ply Alaska Waters.” Students list at least 3 explorers/ships and 3
place names.

Workbook Lesson 3 Questions (10 min)

 Students answer comprehension questions.

Start Map Activity (10—15 min)

18

* Begin the Lesson 3 map work in class: label at least 3 landfalls/regions and one Indigenous
cultural region touched by these voyages.
* Homework
 Finish map activity and Lesson 3 questions if needed.
» Skim Unit 1 inquiry questions 1-3 and jot which one they are leaning toward.



Sample Lesson Plan For First Three Weeks (Continued)

Day 5 (60 min) — Synthesis & Skill-Building (Unit 1, Lessons 1-3)
Objectives

* Consolidate key ideas from Lessons 1-3.

* Practice thematic thinking and short evidence-based writing.

Plan
Review Game (15-20 min)
* Build a short quiz/Jeopardy from the Review Lessons 1-6 page (terms, people, big ideas).
« Students answer in teams; use this as a formative check.

Thematic Organizer (15-20 min)
* Students create a 4-box organizer in their notebooks:
e Box 1: Land & People — 2 examples from Lessons 1-2.
* Box 2: Land Claims & Empire — 2 examples from Lesson 3.
* Box 3: Resource Stewardship — 2 examples from Lessons 1-2.
* Box 4: Myth of the Last Frontier — 1 example where later “frontier” myths don’t
match what they’ve seen so far.
* Brief share-out of at least one example per box.
Mini-Write (15-20 min)
* Ask (choose one):
» “Explain one way Indigenous ways of knowing help us understand early Alaska
before written records.”
» “Explain one way European voyages changed how outsiders thought about
Alaska’s land and resources.”
* Require a 1-paragraph answer with at least one concrete example from this week’s
readings/workbook.

Set Up Next Week (5 min)

* Explain that Week 2 will cover Lessons 4-6 and move into the U.S. Revolution era and
Russian/British/Spanish imperial competition, leading into their first full Unit 1 inquiry
essay the following week.

* Homework

* Finish the mini-write if needed.
* Preview Volume 1, Chapter 4 (“While the United States Was Forming”) for
Monday.
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Sample Lesson Plan For First Three Weeks (Continued)

Week 2 — Early Alaska, Empire, and Geologic Forces
Lessons 4-6 (Facts to Know, questions, map/activities, enrichment, place-based options)
Review Lessons

Unit 1 Inquiry Questions

Day 1 (Mon) — Lesson 4 “While the United States Was Forming”

Objectives

« Connect events in early Alaska to the American Revolution and early U.S. nation-building.
» See Alaska as part of global 18th-century change.

Plan (60 min)
Warm up (10 min)
* On the board: timeline with 1770s—1780s; students list what they know was happening in
the colonies/Lower 48.
e Prompt: “What do you think was happening in Alaska at the same time?”

Facts to Know & Themes (10 min)
 Students read Lesson 4 Facts to Know and “Themes Present in this Lesson.”
* Briefly highlight connections to land and people, civics and government, land claims, myth
of the last frontier.

Reading: Volume 1, Chapter 4 (20 min)
* Read “While the United States Was Forming.”
» Pause once to ask: “How is Alaska’s story at this time similar to or different from what you
know about the 13 colonies?”

Workbook Lesson 4 Questions (15-20 min)
 Students answer comprehension questions individually.
* Choose one discussion question for a 3—4 sentence written response.
Wrap up (5 min)
* Quick write: “One way Alaska was part of larger global/imperial struggles in the 1700s.”
* Homework
¢ Finish any incomplete Lesson 4 questions.

Day 2 (Tue) — Lesson 5 “Island of Mystery” (Bogoslof) — Geology & Myth
Objectives

» Understand Bogoslof Island as a case of ongoing geologic change.

» Connect geologic events to Indigenous stories, exploration, and modern science.
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Sample Lesson Plan For First Three Weeks (Continued)

Plan (60 min)

Warm up (5 min)

» Show/describe a volcanic island that changes shape over time (you can sketch a simple
before/after diagram on the board).

* Ask: “How would people in different eras explain this?”

Facts to Know & Themes (10 min)
 Students read Lesson 5 Facts to Know and Themes
» Highlight geography and resource stewardship connections.

Reading: Volume 1, Chapter 5 (20 min)
* Read “Island of Mystery.”
* Have students mark 2-3 details about Bogoslof’s eruptions and how people reacted.

Workbook Lesson 5 Questions (15-20 min)
» Students answer comprehension questions.
* If there is a short activity (e.g., timeline or diagram), begin it in class.

Link to Inquiry Q3 (5 min)
* Point to Unit 1 Inquiry Question 3 about Bogoslof and the Lituya Bay megatsunami and
how they show changing landforms and human decisions.
* Ask: “What from today would help answer that question?”
Wrap up (5 min)
* Homework
* Finish Lesson 5 questions/activity.
 If possible, ask students to find one image (online or in a book) of Bogoslof or
another Alaska volcano to bring/notate for tomorrow’s discussion.

Day 3 (Wed) — Lesson 6 “Earthquakes Form Landscape”
Objectives
* Explore how earthquakes shape Alaska’s land and stories.
* Deepen geographic thinking about a geologically active region.
Plan (60 min)
Warm up (5-10 min)
« Ask: “Have you ever experienced an earthquake? If yes, what did it feel like? If no, what
would you expect?”
 Transition: Alaska as one of the most seismically active regions.

Facts to Know & Themes (10 min)
 Students read Lesson 6 Facts to Know and Themes.
» Highlight land and people, geography, resource stewardship.
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Sample Lesson Plan For First Three Weeks (Continued)

Reading: Volume 1, Chapter 6 (20 min)
* Read “Earthquakes Form Landscape.”

« Ask students to note at least one example where the land itself tells a story (uplift,
subsidence, fault scarps, etc).

Workbook Lesson 6 Questions (15-20 min)
* Students answer comprehension questions and any short map/diagram activity.
* Quick pair discussion: “How do stories about earthquakes function as warnings,
explanations, or teaching tools?”
Wrap up (5 min)
* “Name one way geologic events in early Alaska connect directly to human choices or
risks.”
* Homework

* Make sure Lessons 1-6 workbook work is complete before tomorrow (Days 2—8).

Day 4 (Thu) — Unit 1 Review Lessons 1-6 & Inquiry Choice
Objectives

* Review key content from Unit 1 (Lessons 1-6).
e Choose a Unit 1 inquiry question and begin planning.
Plan (60 min)
Review Game Using Unit 1 Review Page (45-50 min)
* Use Review Lessons 1-6 in the workbook as your item bank.

¢ Create a Jeopardy/quiz-bowl or team competition (categories like Origins, Beliefs &
Land, Explorers, Geologic Events).
» Keep score lightly; use it as a formative check.

Introduce/Review Unit 1 Inquiry Questions (10—15 min)

* Read all three Unit 1 inquiry questions aloud or have students jigsaw read them.
* Briefly unpack each:

* Ask students to choose one question and jot 23 pieces of evidence they already have from the units.
Wrap up (5 min)

 Students write which inquiry question they chose and one reason why.
* Homework

 Students list at least 3 specific facts or examples (from text, workbook, or an

Alaska Native Voices / research source if they have access) that they might use for
their chosen question.
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Sample Lesson Plan For First Three Weeks (Continued)

Day 5 (Fri) — Inquiry Planning Workshop (No Full Essay Yet)
Objectives

* Turn chosen inquiry question into a workable claim.

* Organize evidence into a basic outline to be used for Week 3’s first full essay.

Plan (60 min)
Warm up (5-10 min)
* On the board: “A strong inquiry answer needs: a clear claim, 2-3 main reasons, specific
evidence, and explanation.”
* Students restate their chosen question in their own words.

Mini-Lesson: From Question to Claim (10—15 min)

* Model with one inquiry question (e.g., Q2): show a sample claim like, “Russian, British,
and Spanish voyages turned Alaska into a contested imperial borderland because they
mapped coasts, hunted sea otter for global markets, and tried to block rival claims while
Native communities negotiated and resisted.”

» Highlight how this directly answers the question and previews reasons.

Student Work Time: Draft Claim & Outline (25-30 min)

* Students:
» Write a one-sentence claim answering their chosen inquiry question.
¢ Create a simple outline:
e Reason 1 + 2-3 evidence points.
* Reason 2 + 2-3 evidence points.
* (Optional) Reason 3 + evidence.

* Note one place they’ll include an Indigenous perspective or multiple ways of knowing
(especially for Q1 or Q2).
* You circulate and help tighten claims and choose best evidence.

Share & quick feedback & wrap up (5-10 min)
» Ask 2-3 volunteers to read their claim; class gives one suggestion for making it clearer or
more specific.
* Homework (sets up Week 3)
* Expand their outline into a rough draft paragraph for one body section (about 6—8

sentences with evidence and explanation).
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Sample Lesson Plan For First Three Weeks (Continued)

Week 3 — First Full Inquiry Essay & Presentations
Lessons Volume 1, Unit 1 — Inquiry Question; Begin Unit 2
Students come in with:
A chosen Unit 1 inquiry question (Q1, Q2, or Q3)
An outline and one drafted body paragraph from homework at the end of Week 2.

Day 1 (Mon) — Drafting the Full Inquiry Essay
Objectives
* Turn outlines into full drafts (intro, body, conclusion).
* Apply rubric criteria while writing.
Plan (60 min)
Warm-up & Rubric Reminder (10 min)
* Briefly review the Inquiry Question rubric categories: clarity/focus, depth/complexity,
historical understanding, use of evidence, relevance/engagement.
* Ask students to highlight those words on their rubric page.

Mini-Lesson: Introductions & Conclusions (10—15 min)
* Model a simple 3—4 sentence introduction: hook, context (who/when/where), clear claim
that answers the inquiry question.
* Model a conclusion: restate claim in fresh words, synthesize main reasons.
Drafting Time (30-35 min)
» Students complete:
¢ Introduction (if not done).
* Remaining body paragraphs, using their outline and one completed paragraph
as a pattern.
* Conclusion
* You circulate, focusing on: is the claim clearly answering the question, and are they using
specific examples from the text/workbook (and any approved outside sources)?
* Homework
¢ Finish the full draft if needed (typed or neatly written).
« Underline the sentence that states their main claim.

Day 2 (Tue) — Peer Review & Revising for Evidence and Clarity
Objectives

* Use the rubric to give and receive constructive feedback.
 Strengthen claims, evidence use, and explanations.
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Sample Lesson Plan For First Three Weeks (Continued)

Plan (60 min)
Warm up (5-10 min)
* Quick self-check: students re-read their essay and circle:
* Their claim
At least three specific pieces of evidence

* One place they mentioned multiple perspectives or ways of knowing (esp. Q1, Q2).

Peer Review Protocol (25-30 min)
* Pair students who answered the same inquiry question if possible.
 Give each pair a simplified checklist based on the rubric:
* Is the question fully answered?
¢ Is the claim clear?
* Are there at least 2—3 pieces of specific evidence?
* Does the writer explain how evidence supports the claim?
Is there at least one nod to multiple perspectives or Indigenous ways of knowing
when appropriate?
* Peers write one “glow” and one “grow” comment.

Revision Time (15-20 min)
» Students use feedback to revise at least:
 Their claim sentence (if needed).
* One body paragraph to improve evidence and explanation.

Wrap up (5 min)
» Ask: “Write one specific change you made today that improved your essay.”
* Homework
* Finish revisions and produce a clean “final” draft for grading.

Day 3 (Wed) — Prepare Short Oral Presentations

Objectives

» Convert written inquiry conclusions into a 3- to 5-minute oral presentation.

* Practice clear organization and speaking skills using the oral presentation rubric.

Plan (60 min)
Warm up and Oral Rubric Review (10 min)
» Review oral presentation rubric: eye contact, speaking volume, posture/body language,
clarity/pacing, explanation of inquiry.
* Emphasize it’s a short talk: about 3—5 minutes for this first round.
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Sample Lesson Plan For First Three Weeks (Continued)

Mini-Lesson: Presentation Structure (10—15 min)
* Model a simple outline:
* Hook (1-2 sentences with an interesting fact or question).
* Claim (clearly answering the inquiry question).
* 2 main reasons with 1-2 pieces of evidence each.
* Brief nod to multiple perspectives or Alaska Native views (as applicable).
Student Work Time: Build Speaking Notes (25-30 min)
* Students create either:
* A notecard outline, or
* A one-page speaking guide (not a full script).
* Students practice once with a partner, giving quick feedback on volume and clarity.
Sign-Up for Speaking Order (5 min)
» Create a roster for presentations on days 14 and 15. Aim to hear half the class each day.
* Homework

* Practice their oral presentation out loud at least once at home.
* Optional: time themselves to stay within 3—5 minutes.

Day 4 (Thu) — Unit 1 Presentations, Part 1
Objectives
* Share inquiry findings orally.
* Practice listening and note-taking.
Plan (60 min)
Set Expectations (5 min)
* Remind students you’re using the oral rubric for a grade and that listeners will jot
one takeaway from each talk.
Presentations (40—45 min)
« First half of the class presents (about 3—5 minutes each).
 After each, invite 1 question or comment from the audience.
Audience Notes (5—10 min)
 Students keep a simple chart:

» Speaker name, inquiry question, 1 main thing they learned.
 Collect or spot-check for participation.

Mini-Transition to Unit 2 (remaining 5 min)
* Briefly preview Unit 2 (Little-Known Stories) in Volume 1
* Homework

* If they haven’t presented yet, practice again.
 Light reading: skim Volume 1, next Unit 2 chapter “Natives Attack Russian Forts”
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Sample Lesson Plan For First Three Weeks (Continued)

Day 5 (Fri) — Unit 1 Presentations, Part 2 and Launch Unit 2
Objectives

* Finish presentations.
* Close Unit 1 and gently open Unit 2 content.
Plan (60 min)
Presentations (30-35 min)
* Remaining students present (3—5 minutes each).
 Continue listener notes and one question/comment per talk.
Unit 1 Closure (10—-15 min)
e Quick reflection:
* “What surprised you from other people’s inquiries?”

* “How did seeing different questions (Q1 vs Q2 vs Q3) change your view of early
Alaska?”

* Option: 34 students share a 1-2 sentence reflection.
Introduce Unit 2 (10-15 min)

* Preview the next Volume 1 chapter(s) and Unit 2 Themes Present in this Lesson in the
workbook.

¢ Briefly connect Unit 2 stories (e.g., Russian-Native conflicts, little-known gold-rush stories)
back to Unit 1’s big ideas: land and people, land claims, myth of the last frontier.
Wrap up (5 min)

* Ask: “What is one question you still have about early Alaska that you hope later units will
help answer.”

 Homework

* Read the first Unit 2 chapter and skim the corresponding lesson’s Facts to Know and Themes.
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One-Semester 0.5-Credit Alaska Studies Suggested Pacing Grid

NOTE: Students read only chapters with ** asterisk mark. Research shows average high

school students can read about 13,000 words in an hour from a narrative-type storytelling book like

Aunt Phil’s Trunk. So when you see many chapters planned for each week in this pacing grid, most

combined don’t add up to 13,000 words total. This schedule allows students to read most chapters

within a day or two, which leaves plenty of time to complete the comprehension questions for each

chapter, complete the unit reviews and fill-in-the-blank questions at the end of each unit, work

on inquiry questions and place-based activities in each unit, as well as participate in discussion

questions and enrichment activities that might be assigned throughout the lessons.

Week Focus Required Reading (Text) Required Workbook Lessons / Tasks
Week 1 | Volume One V1 Student Workbook Lesson 1A | Read Lesson 1A and complete all
Unit 1 Alaska Native Cultures section comprehension questions in the Alaska
5 1-hour | Alaska Native Cultures Native Cultures section; complete word
classes foundation (7,270 words — 1 hour of reading) definition game; label cultural regions
map.
Week 2 | Volume One Vol. 1 Ch. 1-6 Read chapters and complete Lessons
Unit 1 1B-6 comprehension questions and all
5 1-hour | Early Alaska, explorers, (8,375 words — 1 hour of reading) map/diagram activities. Complete all
classes | Bogoslof Island, Unit 1 reviews and questions. Choose
earthquakes one inquiry question at the end of Unit 1

to answer. Then research evidence and
write one or two paragraphs to support
your answer. Give a 3- to 5-minute oral
presentation of answer.

* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities
available
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Week 3

5 1-hour

Volume One
Units 2-3
Russians, purchase &

Vol. 1 Ch. 7, 10, 12, 14

(9,850 words — 1 hour of reading)

Read chapters and complete Lessons
7, 10, 12, 14 comprehension questions.

Complete asterisked reviews and

classes early U.S. control and first questions for Units 2 and 3. Choose
inquiry/oral presentation one inquiry question from either unit
to research and then write a one- or
two-paragraph answer with evidence.
Give a 3- to 5-minute oral presentation
of answer.
* Optional word games
* Enrichment and place-based activities
Week 4 | Volume One Vol. 1 Ch. 15-16, 19-20, 22-23, 25, | Read chapters and complete Lessons
Units 4-8 29, 31-32. 15-16, 19-20, 22-23, 25, 29, 31-32
5 1-hour | Gold rush /Native impacts comprehension questions; complete
classes ) asterisked Unit 4-8 reviews and
* Although the number of (20,050 words 2 hours of reading) questions. Students choose one inquiry
chapters in this week looks question from Units 4-8 to research and
daunting, please remember then answer chosen question in two or
the chapters are short. All three paragraphs. Give 3- to 5-minute
can easily be read and oral presentation.
comprehension questions * Optional word games
answered in 2 or 3 days. * Enrichment and place-based activities
Week 5 | Volume Two Units 1-3 Vol. 2 Ch. 1-8 Read chapters and complete Lessong
“Glimmers of Gold” 1-8 comprehension questions; complete
5 1-hour | (border, Fairbanks, law & | (16,850 words — 2 hours of reading) | all Unit 1 and 2 reviews and questions;
classes | order) complete the asterisked Unit 3 reviews

and questions. Choose one inquiry
question from Units 1-3 to research.
Write a one- or two-paragraph answer
to chosen question and give a 3- to
S-minute oral presentation.

* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities
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Week 6

5 1-hour
classes

Volume Two Units 4-7
(Routes to resources,
ports, and Iditarod Trail)

Vol. 2 Ch. 12-13, 16-23

(18,750 words — 2 hours of reading)

Read chapters and complete Lessons
12-13, 16-23 comprehension questions;
complete asterisked Unit 4 reviews
questions, all reviews and questions for
Units 5-6, and asterisked Unit 7. Choose
one inquiry question from Units 4-7 to
research. Write one or two paragraphs
from chosen question and give 3- to 5-
minute oral presentation.

* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities

Week 7

5 1-hour
classes

Volume Three

Units 1-3

Early territorial Alaska &
Anchorage Railroad

Vol. 3 Ch. 1-8

(7,900 words — 1 hour of reading)

Read chapters and complete Lessons
1-8 comprehension questions; complete
all Unit 1-2 reviews and questions;
complete asterisked Unit 3 reviews
and questions. Choose one inquiry
question from Units 1-3 to research,
then write one or two paragraphs from
that question and give 3- to S-minute
oral presentation.

* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities

Week 8

5 1-hour

classes

Volume Three Unit 5-7
Early Autos, Public
Health, Depression Era,
Matanuska Valley Project,
& Aviation Heads North

Vol. 3 Ch. 13-16, 19-21, 27-28:

(9,500 words — 1 hour of reading)

Read chapters and complete Lessons
13-16,

questions; complete all Unit 5 review and

19-21, 27-28 comprehension

questions, and asterisked Unit reviews
and questions for Units 6 and 7. Choose
one inquiry question from Units 5-7 to
research. Write one or two paragraphs
from chosen inquiry question and give
3- to 5S-minute oral presentation.

* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities
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Week 9

5 1-hour
classes

Volume Four Units 1-3
WWII Bases, routes,
Alaska Territorial Guard

Vol. 4 Ch. 1-7
(9.250 words — 1 hours of reading)

Read chapters complete Lessons 1-7
comprehension questions; complete
all Unit reviews and questions for
Units 1 and 2. Complete asterisked
Unit 3 reviews and questions. Choose
one inquiry question from Units 1-3 to
research. Write one or two paragraphs
from inquiry question and give 3- to
S-minute oral presentation.

* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities

Week 10

5 1-hour
classes

Volume Four Unit 4-5
Aleutians, internment,
Cold War boom

Vol. 4 Ch. 10-15

(7,500 words — 1 hour of reading)

Read chapters and complete Lessons
10-15 comprehension questions;
complete all Unit 4 review and
questions; complete asterisked Unit
5 reviews and questions. Choose one
inquiry question from either Unit 4
or 5 to research. Write one or two
paragraphs from chosen question and
give 3- to 5-minute oral presentation.

* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities

Week 11

5 1-hour

classes

Volume Four
Unit 6
Cold War Era

Vol. 4 Ch. 20-23

(3,900 words — 1/2 hour of reading)

NOTE: This is a light week.
Students can catch up with any
outstanding projects they are

working on.

Read chapters and complete Lessons
20-23  comprehension  questions;
complete all Unit 6 review and
questions. Choose one inquiry question
from Unit 6 to research. Write one
or two paragraphs about chosen
question and give 3- to 5-minute oral
presentation.

* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities
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Week 12

5 1-hour
classes

Volume Four Unit 7-8
Road to statehood

Vol. 4 Ch. 24-29

(7,000 words — 1/2 hour of reading)

Read chapters and complete Lesson
24-29
complete all Unit 7-8 review and

comprehension  questions;
questions. Choose one inquiry question
from Unit 7 or 8 to research. Write
one or two paragraphs about chosen
question and give 3- to 5-minute oral
presentation.

* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities

Week 13

5 1-hour

Volume Five
Unit 1
Early statehood

Vol. 5 Ch. 1-4

(8,000 words — 1 hour of reading)

Read chapters and complete Lessons
1-4 comprehension questions; complete
all Unit 1 reviews and questions.

classes Choose one inquiry question from
Unit 1 to research. Write one or two
paragraphs about chosen question and
give 3- to 5-minute oral presentation.
* Optional word games
* Enrichment and place-based activities
Week 14 | Volume Five Vol. 5 Ch. 8-13 Read chapters and complete Lessons
Unit 3 Part 1 8-13 comprehension questions. Choose
5 1-hour | 1964 Earthquake & (10,650 words — 1 hour of reading) | one inquiry question from Unit 3 and
classes | rebuilding begin investigating and gathering
evidence. Catch up on any outstanding
activities that may have been assigned.
Week 15 | Volume Five Vol. 5 Ch. 14-20 Read chapters and complete Lessons
Unit 3 Part 2 14-20 comprehension questions;
5 1-hour | 1964 Earthquake & (10,950 words — 1 hour of reading) | complete all Unit 3 reviews and
classes | rebuilding questions. Write one or two paragraphs

about chosen inquiry question and give
3- to S-minute oral presentation.
* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities
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Week 16

5 1-hour
classes

Volume Five
Unit 4
Land claims & ANCSA

Vol. 5 Ch. 21- 24

(11,150 words — 1 hour of reading)

Read chapters and complete Lessons
21-24

complete all Unit 4 reviews and

comprehension  questions;
questions; choose one inquiry question
from Unit 4 to research. Write one or
two paragraphs about chosen inquiry
question and give 3- to 5-minute oral
presentation.

* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities

Week 17

5 1-hour
classes

Volume Five
Unit 5
Prudhoe, pipeline, oil

economy

Vol. 5 Ch. 25-28

(10,900 words — 1 hour of reading)

Read chapters and complete Lessons
25-28

complete all Unit 5 reviews and

comprehension  questions;
questions. Choose one inquiry question
from Unit 5 to researach. Write one or
two paragraphs about chosen inquiry
question and give 3- to S5-minute oral
presentation.

* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities

Week 18

5 1-hour
classes

Volume 5

Units 7-9

Floodwaters Fill
Fairbanks; Congressmen
Disappear; Exxon Valdez
Runs Aground; Katie John
Subsistence; Politics of
2000s; Covid-19

Vol. 5 Ch. 34-35, Lessons 40-46 in

Student Workbook

(14,210 words — 1-1/2 hours of
reading)

Read chapters and complete Lessons
34-35, 40-42 comprehension questions;
complete asterisked Unit 7 reviews
and questions. Complete Unit 8
reviews and questions. Read Lessons
43-46 in Student Workbook, complete
comprehension questions in Unit 9 and
complete Unit 9 reviews and questions.
Choose one inquiry question from Units
7, 8, or 9 to research. Write one or two
paragraphs about inquiry question and
give 3- to 5-minute oral presentation.

* Optional word games

* Enrichment and place-based activities
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Aunt Phil’s Trunk Alaska History Course

Course Scope, Sequence, Alignment

The five Aunt Phil'’s Trunk textbooks and companion student workbooks (updated in 2026), used
together, form a coherent two-semester, one-credit or one-semester, one-half-credit Alaska Studies
course that spans from pre-contact through approximately 2020 and is explicitly framed to fully
align with the December 2024 Alaska Studies standards for grades 9—12.

Course Scope and Sequence:
Across Aunt Phil’s Trunk Volumes One through Five, and their workbooks, students move
chronologically through:

» Alaska Before Western Contact, Russian America, the U.S. purchase, early American
colonial and territorial periods, gold rushes, transportation and resource frontiers, WWI,
interwar years, WWII and the Aleutians, Cold War and road/air era, territorial civil rights
struggles, statehood, oil and pipeline era, ANCSA/ANILCA, disasters (1964 earthquake,
Exxon Valdez, 1967 Fairbanks flood) and news into the early 21st century ending with
COVID-19 pandemic.

* Each volume’s table of contents shows continuous coverage with no major chronological
gaps from first peopling through about 2020.

The Volume 1 student workbook specifies program options: a one-semester one-half-credit course
(asterisked lessons) or a two-semester one-credit course both using “all five Aunt Phils Trunk
books” and “lessons in all student workbooks.” This statement explicitly ties the credit options to
the full five-book sequence.

Alignment to 2024 Inquiry Standards (SS.9-12.1-5)

All five workbooks share a common inquiry design: Every unit ends with multi-discipline inquiry
questions labeled with disciplinary tags (History, Geography, Civics, Economics) and detailed student
guidance on developing claims, using multiple sources, and integrating Alaska Native perspectives.

* Unit tests require students to choose at least one inquiry question and write a well-organized
response that uses “specific evidence from readings, primary sources, class activities, and
their own reasoning,” addresses “multiple perspectives,” and avoids simple factual recall.

* A shared rubric grades clarity and focus, depth and complexity, alignment to standards/
themes, use of evidence, and relevance and engagement on a 1-4 scale, directly
operationalizing the inquiry strand.

* Oral presentations (3-5 minutes) tied to inquiry questions are required, further supporting
communication of conclusions and use of disciplinary concepts.
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Because this inquiry structure appears in student workbooks volumes 1-5 and is used at the end
of each unit across the full chronology, both the one-credit and the one-half-credit courses provide
repeated, scaffolded practice with all components of SS.9-12.1-5.

Alignment to Alaska History plus Civics, Geography, and Economics

(SS.AKH.1-6; SS.9-12.6-10, 11-15, 16-20)

The five-volume sequence is anchored in the Alaska History expectations (SS.AKH.1-6) and it
also weaves civics, geography, and economics through all eras:

Civices (SS.9-12.6-10):
* Early volumes: Russian colonial rule vs. Alaska Native governance, miners’ codes,
missionary and U.S. federal authority, and early territorial courts and law enforcement.

* Middle volumes: Anchorage self-government, territorial legislature, education and
boarding school governance, Depression-era and New Deal projects, WWII military
rule, Aleut evacuation and internment, territorial civil rights cases, and the full road to
statehood.

* Volume 5: State institutions and budgets, mental health trust policy, land-claims
legislation, ANCSA, ANILCA, subsistence debates, limited entry, Permanent Fund, PFD,
and late-20th-century rights/equity issues.

Geography (SS.9-12.16-20):
* Volume 1-2: Peopling of Alaska’s regions, early trade routes, gold rush trails, Yukon
basin, coastal ports, glaciers, and mail/rail/road corridors.

* Volume 3: Cook Inlet rail corridor, Anchorage growth, epidemics, Nome serum run,
Cordova aviation, and statewide aviation networks.

* Volume 4: WWII bases, Aleutians theatre, internment sites, postwar urban growth, and
Cold War installations.

* Volume 5: North Slope oil fields, pipeline corridor, 1964 earthquake epicenter and
damage zones, tsunami paths, Valdez and Prince William Sound, ANCSA/ANILCA land
maps, and regional patterns of urbanization and rural change.

Economics (SS.9-12.11-15):
* Volume 1-2: Indigenous subsistence and trade systems, fur trade, commercial fisheries,
gold rush and boomtown economies, transport infrastructure (mail trails, railroads, ports),
and early corporate monopolies.

* Volume 3: Railroad-centered town building, private capital and civic investment, small
business and tourism, epidemics’ economic impacts, and early aviation as an economic
connector.
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* Volume 4-5: War mobilization and postwar economies, Cold War spending, statehood
fiscal debates, discovery and development of oil, pipeline boom, fisheries regulation, crab
collapse, limited entry, ANCSA corporations, Permanent Fund and PFD, and long-term
issues of dependency and diversification.

Multi-discipline inquiry questions in every unit explicitly combine these strands (e.g., border
disputes, mail routes, pipeline, mental health trust, Valdez/Cordova railroads, ANCSA/ANILCA,
Exxon Valdez), ensuring students apply civics, geography, and economics together rather than in
isolation.

Alignment to Alaska History Themes (AKH 1-6) Across the Full Course

All workbooks state that the curriculum follows six thematic strands—Land and People, Civics
and Government, Alaska’s Economy, Myth of the Last Frontier, Resource Stewardship, and Land
Claims—and integrates history, geography, government/civics, and economics.

Within lessons:
¢ Each lesson includes a “Themes Present in this Lesson” box that identifies which of the
six Alaska history themes are addressed and explains how.

* Place-based activities at the end of each unit emphasize Land and People, Land Claims,
and Resource Stewardship in each student’s own community, often paired with Alaska
Native Voices URLs.

Across the 5 volumes:
* AKH 1 - Alaska’s Land and People: Continuous focus on Indigenous societies,
migrations, cultural regions, and later immigrant/settler communities, showing how people
adapt to diverse environments from pre-contact through oil and climate-impacted eras.

* AKH 2 - Land Claims Throughout Time: Russian and British imperial claims,
U.S. purchase, missionary/education land issues, homesteading, early claims, ANCSA,
ANILCA, D-2 lands, Mental Health Trust, and ongoing subsistence/land conflicts to 2020.

* AKH 3 — Resource Stewardship Throughout Time: Subsistence practices, fur/fish/
gold exploitation, coal/copper/oil debates, conservation policy, fisheries regulation,
ANILCA, Exxon Valdez, and stewardship frameworks in late-20th-century environmental
policy.

* AKH 4 — Myth of the Last Frontier: Gold rush narratives, outlaw myths, boomtown
romance, aviation legends, frontier rhetoric in media, contrasted with evidence of
displacement, discrimination, disasters, and complex governance.

* AKH 5 - Civics and Government: From clan/tribal and Russian colonial governance
to territorial law, New Deal and war governance, civil rights movements, the statehood
struggle, and late-century state/federal/tribal politics.
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* AKH 6 — Alaska’s Economy: Indigenous economies, fur, fish, gold, rail/road/port
economies, war and Cold War spending, tourism, oil and gas, fisheries, Permanent Fund,
and contemporary economic challenges for both urban and rural Alaska.

Because each unit in each volume has theme call-outs plus inquiry questions aligned to “standards
themes,” students encounter AKH 1-6 in every major historical period.

Course-Level Pedagogy and Assessment: Meeting 2024 Expectations
The five workbooks share a common pedagogy that aligns with 2024 standards expectations for
disciplinary skills and practices:

* Instructional Framework: “Facts to Know,” reading of the main text chapter,
comprehension and discussion questions, map work, enrichment activities, place-based
activities, unit review, and a unit-test inquiry question plus oral presentation.

* Inquiry Rubrics: Common rubrics for inquiry questions, oral presentations, enrichment,
and place-based activities in each workbook emphasize clarity, depth, alignment to
standards/themes, evidence use, academic language, and engagement.

* Research and Source Evaluation: Each workbook includes guidance on research skills,
a curated list of credible websites, and explicit teaching of how to evaluate online sources,
cross-reference, and avoid plagiarism.

* Alaska Native Perspectives: Introductory pages state that “each unit is designed with
a view toward Alaska Native perspectives,” and lessons include Alaska Native Voices
URLs, place-based tasks centered on local Indigenous lands and histories, and inquiry
prompts that treat oral tradition and Indigenous knowledge as valid evidence.

These common elements ensure that skill expectations in the 2024 standards (source analysis,
multiple perspectives, geographic reasoning, economic reasoning, civic reasoning, communication)
are practiced repeatedly throughout the course.

Compliance Statement — Full Two-Semester and One-Semester Alaska Studies Courses
When all five Aunt Phil’s Trunk volumes and their 2026 student workbooks are used together—reading all
chapters and completing all lessons, unit reviews, inquiry questions, enrichment tasks, place-based activities,
and oral presentations for the one-credit course and reading all chapters and completing all lessons, unit
reviews, inquiry questions, enrichment tasks, place-based activities, and oral presentations marked for the
one-half-credit course—the result is a comprehensive, print-based Alaska Studies course that:

* Covers Alaska history and contemporary issues from pre-contact through approximately
2020, with no major gaps in the state’s key historical eras and regions.

* Fully integrates the Inquiry Strand (SS.9-12.1-5) through multi-discipline unit-test
questions, structured research and writing, and oral presentations in every unit.

* Addresses the Civics (SS.9-12.6-10), Geography (SS.9-12.16-20), and Economics
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(SS.9-12.11-15) strands with Alaska-specific case studies across all major time periods,
from early contact and gold rushes to statehood, oil, and late-20th-century policy debates.

* Systematically incorporates all six Alaska History Themes (AKH 1-6) in every volume,
with explicit theme identification at the lesson level and inquiry rubrics that require
alignment to those themes.

* Embeds Alaska Native perspectives, Indigenous knowledge systems, and place-based
learning throughout the course, consistent with the 2024 standards’ emphasis on
Indigenous perspectives and local relevance.

As stated in the student-workbook introductions, the Aunt Phil’s Trunk Alaska history curriculum
“was developed for students in grades 9-12 and is fully aligned with the Alaska Studies standards
adopted in December 2024,” and “it takes all five Aunt Phil’s Trunk books” to complete either the
full-credit or half-credit program. On this basis, the five-volume sequence, used in full or used with
the specific asterisked chapters and lessons, meets the 2024 Alaska Social Studies Standards for a
one-credit, two-semester or a one-half-credit, one-semester Alaska Studies course.
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Aunt Phil’s Trunk Alaska History Course

Standards Alignment Overview Volume One

Table A — Volume One — Early Alaska to 1900

Unit Chapters in Volume | Main Historical Focus Primary Alaska Alaska History
One History Themes* Content
Codes**
Unit 0 Introductory Alaska | Foundational survey of Theme 1 Alaska’s SS.AKH.1.19.1,
Alaska Native cultures Alaska Native cultural Land and People; SS.AKH.1.20.1;
Native overview pages in | regions, languages, and Theme 2 Land SS.AKH.2.17.1,
Cultures | the Volume One lifeways, emphasizing Claims Throughout | SS.AKH.2.20.1,
Student Workbook | diversity among Alaska Time; Theme SS.AKH.2.23.1;
P.20-72 Native peoples, deep time | 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.16.1,
presence on the land, and Stewardship SS.AKH.3.17.1;
continuity and change in Throughout Time; SS.AKH.4.21.1.
governance, economy, and | Theme 4 The Myth
spirituality before and after | of the Last Frontier.
outside contact.
Unit 1 Early culture-area | Deep history of Indigenous | Theme 1 Land SS.AKH.1.19.1,
Alaska’s | chapters on Alaska | settlement in Alaska, and People; SS.AKH.1.20.1;
First Native origins, peopling of the North, and | Theme 3 Resource | SS.AKH.3.16.1,
People migration stories, regional cultural patterns Stewardship; Theme | SS.AKH.3.17.1.
and archaeological | prior to Russian contact, 4 Myth of the Last
evidence highlighting place-based Frontier.
knowledge and subsistence
relationships.
Unit 2 “Rock carvings Traditional belief systems, | Theme 1 Land SS.AKH.1.19.1,
Alaska dot landscape” and | petroglyphs, and oral and People; SS.AKH.1.20.1;
Native related spirituality/ | traditions, and the ways Theme 3 Resource | SS.AKH.3.16.1.
Beliefs and | culture chapters spirituality, art, and story Stewardship; Theme
Ways of | previewed for shape community life and | 4 Myth of the Last
Life Volume One relationships to land and Frontier.

animals.
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Unit 3 “Massacre at Russian exploration and Theme 1 Land and | SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Russians in | Nulato,” Russian fur trade, conflict and People; Theme SS.AKH.2.17.1,
Alaska trade and mission cooperation with Alaska 2 Land Claims; SS.AKH.2.20.1;
chapters Native communities, and Theme 3 Resource | SS.AKH.3.16.1.
the Nulato massacre as Stewardship; Theme
a case study in cultural 4 Myth of the Last
misunderstanding and Frontier.
violence.

Unit 4 “Gold found near U.S. purchase of Alaska, Theme 1 Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Purchase | Juneau” setup military and commercial People; Theme SS.AKH.2.20.1,
and Early | chapters on 1867 footholds, and early 2 Land Claims; SS.AKH.2.23.1;
American | purchase and early | American political control | Theme 4 Myth of SS.AKH.4.21.1;

Rule U.S. presence setting the stage for later the Last Frontier; SS.AKH.5.6.1.
gold rushes and territorial Theme 5 Civics and
development. Government.
Unit § “Gold found near Early gold discoveries near | Theme 1 Land SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Gold Fever | Juneau,” Klondike | Juneau and in the Interior, and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1,
in the and early rush the beginnings of large- Theme 3 Resource | SS.AKH.3.23.1;
North chapters scale resource extraction, Stewardship; Theme | SS.AKH.4.21.1,
and the social upheaval 4 Myth of the Last | SS.AKH.4.23.1;
associated with stampedes | Frontier; Theme 6 SS.AKH.6.11.1,
north. Alaska’s Economy. | SS.AKH.6.23.1.

Unit 6 “Tent cities sprout | Klondike stampede routes | Theme 1 Land SS.AKH.1.19.1;

Rush to the | up,” “Gold seekers | over Chilkoot and White and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1,
Klondike | head north,” “Flame | Pass, boomtowns like Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.23.1;
of the Yukon” Dawson, and the culture Stewardship; Theme | SS.AKH.4.21.1,

of dancehalls and frontier 4 Myth of the Last | SS.AKH.4.23.1;

justice in the 1890s gold Frontier; Theme 6 SS.AKH.6.11.1,

rush era. Alaska’s Economy. | SS.AKH.6.23.1.
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Unit 7-8
Interesting
Characters,

Alaska
Natives and
the Gold
Rush

“Alaska Natives
and the rush for
gold,” “Richest
Native woman”
(Reindeer Mary)

Alaska Native roles as
guides, packers, and traders
during gold rushes; limited
material benefit from
mining, and exceptional
figures like Reindeer Mary
who leveraged reindeer
herding into wealth and

influence.

Theme 1 Land and
People; Theme

2 Land Claims;
Theme 3 Resource
Stewardship; Theme
6 Alaska’s Economy.

SS.AKH.1.19.1,
SS.AKH.1.20.1;
SS.AKH.2.17.1;
SS.AKH.3.16.1;
SS.AKH.6.11.1,
SS.AKH.6.23.1.

1) Alaska History themes for high school are set in

Government; and Theme 6 Alaska’s Economy.

the 2024 Alaska Social Studies
Standards for Grade Band 9-12: Theme 1 Land and People; Theme 2 Land Claims;
Theme 3 Resource Stewardship; Theme 4 Myth of the Last Frontier; Theme 5 Civics and

2) Codes refer to the Grade Band 9-12 Alaska History standards.

3) Inquiry Anchor Standards in each Unit: 1-5; SS.912.1.1-SS.912.1.4 (Develop Questions
& Plan Inquiries); SS.912.2.1-SS.912.2.5 (Evaluate Sources & Evidence); SS.912.3.1-
SS.912.3.4 (Develop Claims); SS.912.4.1-SS.912.4.8 (Communicate & Critique).
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Aunt Phil’s Trunk Alaska History Course

Standards Alignment Overview Volume Two

Table B — Volume Two: 1900-1912

Unit Chapters in Volume Main Historical Focus Primary Alaska History Alaska History
Two Themes* Content Codes™*
Unit 1 “Border Heats Early 1900s gold rush after- | Theme 1 Alaska’s Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1;

Glimmers of

Up,” “Gold Rush
Entertainers Arrive,”

math: U.S.—Canada border
disputes, Klondike—Alaska

People; Theme 3 Resource
Stewardship Throughout Time;

SS.AKH.3.16.1,
SS.AKH.3.16.2,

Gold “Golden Heart City routes, stampeders and enter- | Theme 4 The Myth of the Last | SS.AKH.3.23.1;
Grows” tainers, and the founding and | Frontier; Theme 6 Alaska’s SS.AKH.4.21.1,
rapid growth of Fairbanks Economy. SS.AKH.4.23.1;
as a “Golden Heart” mining SS.AKH.6.11.1,
and service center. SS.AKH.6.23.1.
Unit 2 “Blue Parka Bandit Lawlessness in boomtown Theme 1 Alaska’s Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Strikes Again,” Alaska: the Blue Parka People; Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.16.1,
Crooks Run | “Turn-Of-The-Century | Bandit, frontier jails and Stewardship Throughout Time; | SS.AKH.3.17.1;
Rampant Justice,” “Tombstone | escapes, the miners’ code Theme 4 The Myth of the SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Temporarily as rough democracy, and Last Frontier; Theme 5 Civics | SS.AKH.4.23.1;
Transplanted” outside figures like Ed and Government; Theme 6 SS.AKH.5.6.1,
Schieffelin and Wyatt Earp Alaska’s Economy. SS.AKH.5.23.1;
bringing Lower-48 boom- SS.AKH.6.11.1,
town experience to Alaska SS.AKH.6.23.1.
gold camps.
Unit 3 “Alaska’s First Emergence of formal justice: | Theme 1 Alaska’s Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Lawmen,” “Judge’s early lawmen and officers, People; Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.16.1;
Law and Light Shines On,” Wickersham’s traveling Stewardship Throughout Time; | SS.AKH.4.21.1,
“City of Seattle Turns | courts, notorious criminal Theme 4 The Myth of the SS.AKH.4.23.1;
Order to Piracy,” “Inmate cases, and the gradual shift Last Frontier; Theme 5 Civics | SS.AKH.5.6.1,
No. 594,” “Alaska’s from miners’ meetings to and Government; Theme 6 SS.AKH.5.8.1,
First Serial Killer” territorial legal institutions. Alaska’s Economy. SS.AKH.5.23.1;
SS.AKH.6.11.1,
SS.AKH.6.23.1.
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Unit 4 “Arizona Editor Building transportation and | Theme 1 Alaska’s Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Makes Mark on communication networks: People; Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.16.1,
Routes to Alaska,” “Alaska’s postal inspection tours, Stewardship Throughout Time; | SS.AKH.3.16.2,
Resources Pioneering Postmen,” | pioneering mail carriers Theme 4 The Myth of the SS.AKH.3.23.1;
“The Trapping Life,” | and dog-team routes, Jack Last Frontier; Theme 5 Civics | SS.AKH.4.21.1,
“Dalton Turns Timber | Dalton’s toll road, and trails | and Government; Theme 6 SS.AKH.4.23.1;
Into Gold,” “Routes linking gold, copper, coal, Alaska’s Economy. SS.AKH.5.6.1,
to Gold, Copper and and coastal ports. SS.AKH.5.23.1;
Coal” SS.AKH.6.11.1,
SS.AKH.6.13.1,
SS.AKH.6.23.1.
Unit 5 “Glacier Trail Births Development of Prince Theme 1 Alaska’s Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Valdez,” “Cordova William Sound corridor People; Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.16.1,
Prince — A Town Born of towns: Valdez glacier trail Stewardship Throughout Time; | SS.AKH.3.23.1;
William Strife,” “Seward’s and Copper Center stam- Theme 4 The Myth of the SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Resurrections” pede, Cordova’s birth amid Last Frontier; Theme 5 Civics | SS.AKH.4.23.1;
Sound railroad and coal conflicts, and Government; Theme 6 SS.AKH.5.6.1,
and Seward’s rise as a key Alaska’s Economy. SS.AKH.5.23.1;
port linking Interior resourc- SS.AKH.6.11.1,
es to global markets. SS.AKH.6.13.1,
SS.AKH.6.23.1.
Unit 6 “Sled Dogs Lead Overland travel and commu- | Theme 1 Alaska’s Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1;
the Way,” “Blazing nication: sled-dog freighting, | People; Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.16.1,
Wilderness the Iditarod Trail,” creation of the early Iditarod | Stewardship Throughout Time; | SS.AKH.3.16.2;
. “Iditarod Trail Photo | Trail, and photo-essay Theme 4 The Myth of the Last | SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Trails Essay” documentation of how trails, | Frontier; Theme 6 Alaska’s SS.AKH.4.23.1;
roadhouses, Native knowl- Economy. SS.AKH.6.11.1,
edge, and dog teams con- SS.AKH.6.23.1.
nected isolated communities
before aviation.
Unit 7 “Beacons in the Biographical portraits of Theme 1 Alaska’s Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Wilderness,” “Voice trailblazing figures—mis- People; Theme 4 The Myth SS.AKH .4.21.1,
A Few of the Yukon,” sionaries, teachers, artists, of the Last Frontier; Theme SS.AKH.4.23.1;
Trailblazers “Sourdough Preacher | writers, and community 5 Civics and Government; SS.AKH.5.6.1;
Painter” leaders—who helped estab- | Theme 6 Alaska’s Economy. SS.AKH.6.11.1,
lish schools, missions, SS.AKH.6.23.1.

and cultural life in remote
regions during the early
1900s.
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Unit 8

Mighty
Mountains

“St. Elias — Tough
Every Foot of the
Way,” “Denali — The
High One,” “Katmai
Erupts”

Major mountain regions and
geologic events: Mount St.
Elias expeditions, Denali
mountaineering and nam-
ing debates, and the Katmai
eruption, emphasizing
changing understandings of
landscape, hazard, science,
and tourism.

Theme 1 Alaska’s Land and
People; Theme 3 Resource
Stewardship Throughout Time;
Theme 4 The Myth of the Last
Frontier; Theme 6 Alaska’s

Economy.

SS.AKH.1.19.1,
SS.AKH.1.20.1;
SS.AKH.3.16.1,
SS.AKH.3.23.1;
SS.AKH.4.21.1,
SS.AKH.4.23.1;
SS.AKH.6.11.1,
SS.AKH.6.23.1.

1) Alaska History themes for high school are set in the 2024 Alaska Social Studies
Standards for Grade Band 9-12: Theme 1 Land and People; Theme 2 Land Claims;
Theme 3 Resource Stewardship; Theme 4 Myth of the Last Frontier; Theme 5 Civics and

Government; and Theme 6 Alaska’s Economy.

2) Codes refer to the Grade Band 9-12 Alaska History standards.

3) Inquiry Anchor Standards in each Unit: 1-5; SS.912.1.1-SS.912.1.4 (Develop Questions
& Plan Inquiries); SS.912.2.1-SS.912.2.5 (Evaluate Sources & Evidence); SS.912.3.1-
SS.912.3.4 (Develop Claims); SS.912.4.1-SS.912.4.8 (Communicate & Critique).
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Aunt Phil’s Trunk Alaska History Course

Standards Alignment Overview Volume Three

Table C — Volume Three 1912-1935

Unit Chapters in Volume | Main Historical Focus | Primary Alaska Alaska History
Three History Themes* Content Codes™**
Unit 1 “Cook Inlet Early 1910s Cook Theme 1 Alaska’s SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Early Cook | Timeline,” “Railroad | Inlet region: shifting | Land and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1,
Inlet Makes Headlines,” attention from Knik Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.23.1;
“Knik Withers” and other settlements | Stewardship SS.AKH.4.21.1,
toward proposed rail- | Throughout Time; SS.AKH.4.23.1;
road routes, and early | Theme 4 The Myth | SS.AKH.6.11.1,
signs that federal of the Last Frontier; | SS.AKH.6.23.1.
railroad plans will Theme 6 Alaska’s
reshape local commu- | Economy.
nities.
Unit 2 “Railroad Births Federal Alaska Theme 1 Land SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Early Anchorage,” “Ship Railroad decisions: and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1,
Railroad Creek Blossoms,” choosing routes and Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.16.2,
Days “Golden Spike Ship Creek head- Stewardship; SS.AKH.3.23.1;
Mystery” quarters, transform- Theme 4 Myth of SS.AKH.4.21.1,
ing a tent camp into the Last Frontier; SS.AKH.4.23.1;
Anchorage, and Theme 5 Civics and | SS.AKH.5.6.1,
President Harding’s Government; Theme | SS.AKH.5.23.1;
1923 golden spike 6 Alaska’s Economy. | SS.AKH.6.11.1,
trip linking Interior SS.AKH.6.13.1,
resources to tidewater SS.AKH.6.23.1.

and national markets.
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Unit 3 “Voters Choose Self- | Anchorage’s shift Theme 1 Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Big City Rule,” “First Mayor | from federal camp People; Theme 4 SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Concerns | Tackles Vice,” to incorporated Myth of the Last SS.AKH.4.23.1;

“First Police Chief city: petitioning for Frontier; Theme SS.AKH.5.6.1,
Murdered” self-government, 5 Civics and SS.AKH.5.23.1;
Mayor Leopold Government; Theme | SS.AKH.6.11.1,
David’s early ordi- 6 Alaska’s Economy. | SS.AKH.6.23.1.
nances, and the
Sturgus murder amid
struggles over vice,
law enforcement, and
civic order.
Unit 4 “Pioneer Biographical sketches | Theme 1 Land SS.AKH.1.19.1;
A Few City | Philanthropist of Anchorage civic and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1;
Forefathers | Arrives,” “Cap and business leaders Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Lathrop Gambles such as Z.J. Loussac | Stewardship; SS.AKH.4.23.1;
on Alaska,” “Mr. and Cap Lathrop, Theme 4 Myth of SS.AKH.5.6.1;
Baseball Hits Town” | showing entrepreneur- | the Last Frontier; SS.AKH.6.11.1,
ship, philanthropy, Theme 5 Civics and | SS.AKH.6.23.1.
and cultural life in Government; Theme
a growing railroad 6 Alaska’s Economy.
town.
Unit 5 “A Very Bumpy Early road and vehicle | Theme 1 Land SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Trailblazers | Ride,” “A Reo and stories: rough wagon | and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1,
on Wheels | a Resort,” “Alaska’s | and auto travel, tour- | Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.23.1;
First Streetcar” ism ventures, and Stewardship; Theme | SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Anchorage’s first 4 Myth of the Last SS.AKH.4.23.1;
streetcar, illustrating Frontier; Theme 6 SS.AKH.6.11.1,
how wheeled transport | Alaska’s Economy. | SS.AKH.6.23.1.

begins to supplement
rail and trail connec-

tions.
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Unit 3 “Voters Choose Self- | Anchorage’s shift Theme 1 Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Big City Rule,” “First Mayor | from federal camp People; Theme 4 SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Concerns | Tackles Vice,” to incorporated Myth of the Last SS.AKH.4.23.1;

“First Police Chief city: petitioning for Frontier; Theme SS.AKH.5.6.1,
Murdered” self-government, 5 Civics and SS.AKH.5.23.1;
Mayor Leopold Government; Theme | SS.AKH.6.11.1,
David’s early ordi- 6 Alaska’s Economy. | SS.AKH.6.23.1.
nances, and the
Sturgus murder amid
struggles over vice,
law enforcement, and
civic order.
Unit 4 “Pioneer Biographical sketches | Theme 1 Land SS.AKH.1.19.1;
A Few City | Philanthropist of Anchorage civic and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1;
Forefathers | Arrives,” “Cap and business leaders Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Lathrop Gambles such as Z.J. Loussac | Stewardship; SS.AKH.4.23.1;
on Alaska,” “Mr. and Cap Lathrop, Theme 4 Myth of SS.AKH.5.6.1;
Baseball Hits Town” | showing entrepreneur- | the Last Frontier; SS.AKH.6.11.1,
ship, philanthropy, Theme 5 Civics and | SS.AKH.6.23.1.
and cultural life in Government; Theme
a growing railroad 6 Alaska’s Economy.
town.
Unit 5 “A Very Bumpy Early road and vehicle | Theme 1 Land SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Trailblazers | Ride,” “A Reo and stories: rough wagon | and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1,
on Wheels | a Resort,” “Alaska’s | and auto travel, tour- | Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.23.1;
First Streetcar” ism ventures, and Stewardship; Theme | SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Anchorage’s first 4 Myth of the Last SS.AKH.4.23.1;
streetcar, illustrating Frontier; Theme 6 SS.AKH.6.11.1,
how wheeled transport | Alaska’s Economy. | SS.AKH.6.23.1.

begins to supplement
rail and trail connec-

tions.
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Unit 6 “The Big Sickness,” | Territory-wide cri- Theme 1 Land SS.AKH.1.19.1,
Epidemics, | “Disaster Strikes ses: 1918 influenza and People; SS.AKH.1.20.1;
Rescues and | Southeast,” “First pandemic and its dis- | Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.16.1,

Disaster Relay Run North,” proportionate impact | Stewardship; SS.AKH.3.23.1;
“Diphtheria on Alaska Native Theme 4 Myth of SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Threatens Nome” villages, the Princess | the Last Frontier; SS.AKH.4.23.1;
Sophia shipwreck, and | Theme 5 Civics and | SS.AKH.5.6.1,
serum-run sled dog Government. SS.AKH.5.23.1.
relays, highlighting
geography, risk, and
uneven government
response.

Unit 7 “Magnificent Flying | Beginnings of avia- Theme 1 Land SS.AKH.1.19.1;

Early Alaska | Machines,” “Aviators | tion in Alaska: first and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1,
Aviation Head North,” flights in Anchorage | Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.23.1;
“Strange Sight and elsewhere, early | Stewardship; SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Soars Over Teller,” | bush pilots, the Norge | Theme 4 Myth of SS.AKH.4.23.1;
“Cordova Finally dirigible over Teller, the Last Frontier; SS.AKH.5.6.1;
Enters Air Age” and small communi- | Theme 5 Civics and | SS.AKH.6.11.1,
ties entering the air Government; Theme | SS.AKH.6.23.1.
age as planes connect | 6 Alaska’s Economy.
isolated regions.
Unit 8 “Eielson — Alaska’s | Biographies of pio- Theme 1 Land SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Daring Pioneer Aviator,” neering pilots Ben and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1,
Flyboys “Wien — A Legend in | Eielson, Noel Wien, Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.23.1;
the North,” “Merrill | and Russ Merrill, Stewardship; Theme | SS.AKH.4.21.1,
— Blazing Trails in whose flights, routes, | 4 Myth of the Last SS.AKH.4.23.1;
the Sky” and risks helped nor- | Frontier; Theme 6 SS.AKH.6.11.1,
malize air travel and | Alaska’s Economy. SS.AKH.6.23.1.

freight service across
1920s-1930s Alaska.
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Unit 9 —
From the
Newsroom
1930s

“Natives Gain
Recognition,”
“Colonists Settle
Valley,” “Sourdough
Governor
Appointed,” “Black
Fog Over Barrow,”
“Other News Around
Alaska”

1930s news stories:
increasing recogni-
tion of Alaska Native
rights and presence,
Matanuska Colony
project, appointment
of a “sourdough”
governor, the Barrow
black-fog tragedy, and
other Depression-era
developments across
Alaska.

Theme 1 Land and
People; Theme

2 Land Claims
Throughout Time;
Theme 3 Resource
Stewardship;
Theme 4 Myth of
the Last Frontier;
Theme 5 Civics and

Government; Theme

6 Alaska’s Economy.

SS.AKH.1.19.1,
SS.AKH.1.20.1;
SS.AKH.2.17.1,
SS.AKH.2.20.1;
SS.AKH.3.16.1,
SS.AKH.3.23.1;
SS.AKH.4.21.1,
SS.AKH.4.23.1;
SS.AKH.5.6.1,

SS.AKH.5.23.1;
SS.AKH.6.11.1,
SS.AKH.6.23.1.

1) Alaska History themes for high school are set in the 2024 Alaska Social Studies
Standards for Grade Band 9-12: Theme 1 Land and People; Theme 2 Land Claims;
Theme 3 Resource Stewardship; Theme 4 Myth of the Last Frontier; Theme 5 Civics and

Government; and Theme 6 Alaska’s Economy.

2) Codes refer to the Grade Band 9-12 Alaska History standards.

3) Inquiry Anchor Standards in each Unit: 1-5; SS.912.1.1-SS.912.1.4 (Develop Questions
& Plan Inquiries); SS.912.2.1-SS.912.2.5 (Evaluate Sources & Evidence); SS.912.3.1-
SS.912.3.4 (Develop Claims); SS.912.4.1-SS.912.4.8 (Communicate & Critique).
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Standards Alignment Overview Volume Four

Table D — Volume Four — 1935-1960

Unit Chapters in Volume | Main Historical Focus | Primary Alaska Alaska History
Four History Themes* Content Codes**
Unit 1 “World War I1 Late-1930s—ear- Theme 1 Alaska’s SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Begins,” “Alaska’s ly-1940s transition Land and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1;
World War II | Strategic Importance | from Depression to Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Erupts Grows,” “Defense wartime: rising military | Stewardship SS.AKH.4.23.1;
Projects Transform interest in Alaska, early | Throughout Time; SS.AKH.5.6.1;
the Territory” (initial | defense construction, Theme 4 The Myth | SS.AKH.6.11.1,
WWII lead-in chap- | and the shift from of the Last Frontier; | SS.AKH.6.23.1.
ters) remote territory to stra- | Theme 5 Civics and
tegic U.S. outpost. Government; Theme
6 Alaska’s Economy.
Unit 2 -3 | Main Aleutian World War II in Theme 1 Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1,
campaign and Alaska: Aleutian air People; Theme SS.AKH.1.20.1;
Military Home Front chap- and naval battles, 2 Land Claims SS.AKH.2.17.1,
Routes ters (Dutch Harbor Japanese occupa- Throughout Time; SS.AKH.2.20.1;
Emerge attacks, occupation | tion and recap- Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.16.1,
& of Attu and Kiska, ture of Aleutian Stewardship; SS.AKH.3.23.1;
A Few Good | civilian evacua- islands, relocation of Theme 4 Myth of SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Men tions, Alaska Scouts, | Unangax villagers, the Last Frontier; SS.AKH.4.23.1;
Lend-Lease, etc.) Lend-Lease flights Theme 5 Civics and | SS.AKH.5.6.1,
through Fairbanks, Government; Theme | SS.AKH.5.23.1;
and major impacts 6 Alaska’s Economy. | SS.AKH.6.11.1,
on communities and SS.AKH.6.23.1.

infrastructure.
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Unit 4 “Internment and Human dimensions Theme 1 Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1,
Evacuation Stories,” | of WWIL: displace- People; Theme SS.AKH.1.20.1;
Conflict In | “Unangax Villages in | ment and internment 2 Land Claims; SS.AKH.2.17.1,
The Aleutians | Exile,” “Return and | of Japanese Americans | Theme 4 Myth of SS.AKH.2.20.1;
Ruins” and Unangax people, the Last Frontier; SS.AKH.4.21.1,
loss of homes Theme 5 Civics and | SS.AKH.4.23.1;

and churches, and Government. SS.AKH.5.6.1,
long-term cultural and SS.AKH.5.23.1.

economic impacts on
affected communities.

Unit5—-6 | “Cold War Bases Post-war buildup: Theme 1 Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Take Root,” “Roads, | Cold War bases, radar | People; Theme SS.AKH.2.17.1,
Conflict In | Radar, and DEW networks, and roads; 2 Land Claims; SS.AKH.2.20.1;
The Aleutians | Line,” “Statehood continued federal Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.16.1,
& Postwar | Debate Intensifies” dominance over land Stewardship; SS.AKH.3.23.1;
Era and decision-making; | Theme 4 Myth of SS.AKH.4.21.1,
and growing Alaskan | the Last Frontier; SS.AKH.4.23.1;

demands for repre- Theme 5 Civics and | SS.AKH.5.6.1,

sentation, control of Government; Theme | SS.AKH.5.8.1,
resources, and state- 6 Alaska’s Economy. | SS.AKH.5.23.1;
hood. SS.AKH.6.11.1,
SS.AKH.6.23.1.
Unit 7—-8 | “Constitutional 1940s—1959 political Theme 1 Land and SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Convention,” struggle for statehood: | People; Theme SS.AKH.2.17.1,
Road to “Wealth of the constitutional conven- | 2 Land Claims; SS.AKH.2.20.1,
Statehood | Land,” “The Vote for | tion at Fairbanks, argu- | Theme 3 Resource SS.AKH.2.21.1;
& Statehood,” “A New | ments over resources Stewardship; SS.AKH.3.16.1,
Statehood At | Star in the Flag” and federal control, Theme 4 Myth of SS.AKH.3.23.1;
Last national campaign for | the Last Frontier; SS.AKH.4.21.1,
admission, and final Theme 5 Civics and | SS.AKH.4.23.1;

statehood vote and cel- | Government; Theme | SS.AKH.5.6.1,

ebration. 6 Alaska’s Economy. | SS.AKH.5.8.1,
SS.AKH.5.23.1;
SS.AKH.6.11.1,
SS.AKH.6.23.1.
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1) Alaska History themes for high school are set in the 2024 Alaska Social Studies
Standards for Grade Band 9-12: Theme 1 Land and People; Theme 2 Land Claims;
Theme 3 Resource Stewardship; Theme 4 Myth of the Last Frontier; Theme 5 Civics and

Government; and Theme 6 Alaska’s Economy.
2) Codes refer to the Grade Band 9-12 Alaska History standards.

3) Inquiry Anchor Standards in each Unit: 1-5; SS.912.1.1-SS.912.1.4 (Develop Questions
& Plan Inquiries); SS.912.2.1-S5.912.2.5 (Evaluate Sources & Evidence); SS.912.3.1—
SS.912.3.4 (Develop Claims); SS.912.4.1-SS.912.4.8 (Communicate & Critique).

52



Aunt Phil’s Trunk Alaska History Course

Standards Alignment Overview Volume Five

Table E — Volume Five — 1960-1985 With Up To 2020 Workbook Additions

Unit Chapters in Main Historical Primary Alaska History
Volume Five Focus Alaska History | Content Codes**
Themes*
Unit 1 The | “The People’s Early statehood Theme 1 SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Big Year | Governor,” (1959-1960): Alaska’s Land | SS.AKH.4.21.1,
“Move the Governor Egan’s | and People; SS.AKH.4.23.1;
Capital,” leadership, Willow | Theme 4 The SS.AKH.5.6.1,
“First State capital-move Myth of the SS.AKH.5.23.1;
Legislature,” debate, first state | Last Frontier; SS.AKH.6.11.1,
“From Forest to | legislature as a Theme 5 SS.AKH.6.23.1.
Flagpole” stress test for Civics and
self-government, | Government;
and Anchorage’s | Theme 6
giant flagpole as a | Alaska’s
symbol of identity, | Economy.

rivalry, and state

pride.
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Unit 2 First | “Post Article Early 1960s Theme 1 Land | SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Five Years | Causes statehood and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1,
Statehood | Concern,” “Blue | challenges: “sick | Theme 3 SS.AKH.3.17.1,

Canoes Make economy” debate | Resource SS.AKH.3.23.1;
Debut,” “The and rebuttals, Stewardship SS.AKH .4.21.1,
Lost Alaskans” | creation of the Throughout SS.AKH.4.23.1;
Alaska Marine Time; Theme SS.AKH.5.6.1,
Highway, and the |4 The Myth SS.AKH.5.23.1;
Mental Health of the Last SS.AKH.6.11.1,
Enabling Act/ Frontier; SS.AKH.6.23.1.
Morningside Theme 5
story shifting Civics and
mental healthcare | Government;
responsibilities Theme 6
back to Alaska. Alaska’s
Economy.
Unit 3 Good Friday 1964 Good Friday | Theme 1 Land | SS.AKH.1.19.1,

Earthquake! | Earthquake 1964 | Earthquake and People; SS.AKH.1.20.1;

and tsunamis: Theme 3 SS.AKH.3.16.1,
physical and Resource SS.AKH.3.23.1;
human impacts Stewardship SS.AKH.4.21.1,
from Prince Throughout SS.AKH.4.23.1;
William Sound to | Time; Theme SS.AKH.5.6.1,
Kodiak; military |4 The Myth SS.AKH.5.23.1;
and government | of the Last SS.AKH.6.11.1,
response; Frontier; SS.AKH.6.23.1.
relocation of Theme 5
communities; and | Civics and
rebuilding and Government;
re-siting ports, Theme 6
rail, and towns. Alaska’s

Economy.
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Unit 4
Alaska Land
in Dispute

“Homesteaders
Head North,”
“Who Owns
the Land?,”
“Rock, Native
Unity and
Land Claims,”
“Natives Must
Prove Land
Use”

Land claims
history leading
into ANCSA:
homesteading and
competing claims,
federal land
policy from 1867
through statehood,
Howard Rock and
the Tundra Times,
AFN organizing,
and post-ANCSA
requirements for
Alaska Natives to
document land use

and occupancy.

Theme 1 Land
and People;
Theme 2
Land Claims
Throughout
Time; Theme
3 Resource
Stewardship
Throughout
Time; Theme
4 The Myth
of the Last
Frontier;
Theme 5
Civics and
Government;
Theme 6
Alaska’s

Economy.

SS.AKH.1.19.1,
SS.AKH.1.20.1;
SS.AKH.2.17.1,
SS.AKH.2.20.1,
SS.AKH.2.21.1,
SS.AKH.2.23.1;
SS.AKH.3.16.1,
SS.AKH.3.23.1;
SS.AKH.4.21.1,
SS.AKH.4.23.1;
SS.AKH.5.6.1,

SS.AKH.5.8.1,

SS.AKH.5.23.1;
SS.AKH.6.11.1,
SS.AKH.6.23.1.
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Unit § “Black Gold Discovery of Theme 1 Land | SS.AKH.1.19.1,
Prudhoe | Found on Prudhoe Bay and People; SS.AKH.1.20.1;
Bay Oil | North Slope,” oil, development | Theme 2 SS.AKH.2.20.1,

“Deadhorse of Deadhorse, Land Claims SS.AKH.2.21.1,
Rises in the ANCSA’s role Throughout SS.AKH.2.23.1;
Arctic,” “Plans | in enabling oil Time; Theme SS.AKH.3.16.1,
for a Pipeline development, 3 Resource SS.AKH.3.16.2,
Progress,” and the design, Stewardship SS.AKH.3.23.1;
“Pipeline Snakes | construction, Throughout SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Across Alaska” | and controversy Time; Theme SS.AKH.4.23.1;
surrounding the 4 The Myth SS.AKH.5.6.1,
Trans-Alaska of the Last SS.AKH.5.8.1,
Pipeline System | Frontier; SS.AKH.5.23.1;
(TAPS) and its Theme 5 SS.AKH.6.11.1,
economic impacts. | Civics and SS.AKH.6.13.1,
Government; SS.AKH.6.15.1,
Theme 6 SS.AKH.6.23.1.
Alaska’s
Economy.
Unit 6 Some | “Iceworm Community and | Theme 1 Land | SS.AKH.1.19.1;
High Revives culture vignettes: | and People; SS.AKH.4.21.1,
Points Cordova,” Cordova’s Theme 4 The SS.AKH.4.23.1;
Highlights | “The Painting Iceworm Myth of the SS.AKH.5.6.1;
Pachyderm,” Festival, tourism | Last Frontier; SS.AKH.6.11.1,
“Betty the stories and local | Theme 5 SS.AKH.6.23.1.
Firetruck,” “A celebrities, and Civics and
Great Race Is the birth of the Government;
Born” modern Iditarod Theme 6

as a major cultural
and economic

event in Alaska.

Alaska’s

Economy.
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Unit 7 Some | “Cordova Disasters and loss: | Theme 1 Land | SS.AKH.1.19.1;
Low Points | Burns,” Cordova fires, the | and People; SS.AKH.3.16.1;
“Floodwaters 1967 Fairbanks Theme 3 SS.AKH .4.21.1,
Fill Fairbanks,” | flood, and the Resource SS.AKH.4.23.1;
“Congressmen | disappearance of | Stewardship SS.AKH.5.6.1,
Disappear” Congressmen Hale | Throughout SS.AKH.5.23.1;
Boggs and Nick | Time; Theme SS.AKH.6.11.1,
Begich, showing |4 The Myth SS.AKH.6.23.1.
infrastructure of the Last
vulnerability, Frontier;
disaster response, | Theme 5
and political shock | Civics and
in a young state. Government;
Theme 6
Alaska’s
Economy.
Unit 8 “1960s In the Decade-snapshot | All six themes | Mixed cluster
25 Years in | News,” “1970s | news coverage appear across | of SS.AKH.1-6
the News | In the News,” from the 1960s, the three codes (e.g.,
“1980s In the 1970s, and 1980s, | decades, with SS.AKH.1.19.1;
News” (Lessons | highlighting emphasis vary- | SS.AKH.3.16.1;
40-42) major political, ing by story SS.AKH .4.21.1;
economic, (statehood SS.AKH.5.6.1;
environmental, consolidation, | SS.AKH.6.11.1)

and cultural
stories that extend
the themes of
statehood, land,
oil, disasters, and
Alaska Native
issues into later

decades.

pipeline and oil
economy, land
claims, disas-
ters, political

change).
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Unit 9 “Exxon Valdez | Late-20th and All six themes: | Representative
— News Runs Aground | early-21st century | Theme 1 Land | cluster includes
Between 1989,” “Katie Alaska: Exxon and People; SS.AKH.1.19.1,
1990 and | John Fights for | Valdez spill and Theme 2 SS.AKH.1.20.1;
2020 Subsistence the Oil Pollution | Land Claims SS.AKH.2.17.1,
Rights,” “Power | Act of 1990; Katie | Throughout SS.AKH.2.20.1,
and Politics in a | John subsistence | Time; Theme SS.AKH.2.21.1,
New Century,” | litigation; 3 Resource SS.AKH.2.23.1;
“Changing the | early-2000s Stewardship SS.AKH.3.16.1,
Map: Denali, political ethics Throughout SS.AKH.3.16.2,
Pebble, and and power shifts; | Time; Theme SS.AKH.3.17.1,
the North,” Denali name 4 The Myth SS.AKH.3.23.1;
“Pandemic restoration, Pebble | of the Last SS.AKH .4.21.1,
and Fire in Mine and NPRA | Frontier; SS.AKH.4.23.1,
a Warming debates; and Theme 5 SS.AKH.4.23.2;
Alaska” wildfire seasons Civics and SS.AKH.5.6.1,
(Lessons 43—47) | and COVID-19 Government; SS.AKH.5.8.1,
impacts, Theme 6 SS.AKH.5.23.1;
especially in rural | Alaska’s SS.AKH.6.11.1,
and Alaska Native | Economy. SS.AKH.6.13.1,
communities. SS.AKH.6.15.1,
SS.AKH.6.23.1.

1) Alaska History themes for high school are set in the 2024 Alaska Social Studies
Standards for Grade Band 9-12: Theme 1 Land and People; Theme 2 Land Claims;
Theme 3 Resource Stewardship; Theme 4 Myth of the Last Frontier; Theme 5 Civics and

Government; and Theme 6 Alaska’s Economy.
2) Codes refer to the Grade Band 9—-12 Alaska History standards.

3) Inquiry Anchor Standards in each Unit: 1-5; SS.912.1.1-SS.912.1.4 (Develop Questions
& Plan Inquiries); SS.912.2.1-SS.912.2.5 (Evaluate Sources & Evidence); SS.912.3.1-
SS.912.3.4 (Develop Claims); SS.912.4.1-SS.912.4.8 (Communicate & Critique).
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